a PAA Pilots Join Domestics to Oppose Overloading Air Line Aircraft 
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Plan for 3 Day 
Hearing Takes 7 


The date—the 29th of March, 
1944. The time—3 p. m. The 
place—Washington, D. C., on the 
fifth floor of the Department of 
Commerce Building in the Hear- 
ing Room of the Civil Aeronautics 
Board. The occasion—the hearing 
on Draft Release No. 36 which 
advocated still 1000 pounds more 
gross weight for present-day and 
yesteryear air line equipment. The 
Board members on the bench ap- 
pear solemn. The room is crowded 
to overflow. People fill all the seats 


_ (Continue »d on Page 3, Col. 2) 





UPPER. The CAB as they ap- 
peared on March 29, 1944, when 
the Air Line Pilots Association’s 
presentation opposing Draft Re- 
lease No. 36 got underway. The 
Board members are right to left: 
Josh Lee, Harllee Branch, and 
Chairman L. Welch Pogue. Seated 
with the Board directly to the 
right of the chairman are (r. to 
1): Jesse Lankford, Chief, CAB 
Safety Bureau; John Chamberlain, 
Assistant Director, Safety Bur- 
eau; and Charles Stanton, CAA 
Administrator. The pilot air safety 
and gross weight representatives 
seated at specially arranged tables 
directly in front of the Board are 
(l. to r.): A. C. Cheney, WAL; 
H. H. Clark, National; Larry 
Harris, AA, ALPA’s secretary 
and member of its Engineering 
Committee; A. P. Shelly, Conti- 
nental; Bud Ransom, UAL; and 
Michael Gitt, Colonial. 

CENTER. A roving photog- 
rapher snapped this scene a few 
minutes before the hearings be- 
gan. President Behncke studies 
his notes before beginning his 
opening statements for the air line 
pilots of the nation against Draft 
Release No. 36. This part of the 
pilots’ presentation consumed more 
than a day. Seated to his right is 
John M. Dickerman, ALPA’s 
Wash. Representative, and to his 
left is Karl J. Ulrich, ALPA 
Mediator and Negotiator. Next in 
line seated at the edge of the 
blackboard is Orvis Nelson, First 
Vice-President of ALPA, and to 
his right is Jerome Wood, EAL 
pilots’ gross weight and air safety 
representative. Those seated in 
front of the table have been previ- 
ously identified. Many of the faces 
in the back are recognizable as 
leaders in the industry. 

















LOWER. When introducing this 
group to the Board at the opening 
of the pilots’ gross. weight increase 
opposing presentation, President 
Behncke said, “I might say before 
we start with our presentation 
that this is probably the largest 
representation of air line pilots 
that has ever gathered together in 
Washington on the matter of air 
safety. There is represented here 








Gross Weight Hearing Ends in Atmosphere of Extreme Tenseness 
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Say PAA Pilots 


At the beginning of the air line 
pilots’ presentation at the gross 
weight hearing, held on March 29 
through April 4, before the Civil 
Aeronautics Board, President 
Behncke said, “There are assem- 
bled here gross weight air safety 
pilot representatives from each of 
the sixteen domestic air lines. Pan 
American Airways and American 
Export Airlines are not so repre- 
sented.” At times throughout the 
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POSTWAR PILOT 
DEMAND 


IN A WASHINGTON INTERVIEW 
ON APRIL 3 WITH A REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF UNITED PRESS, PRESI- 
DENT BEHNCKE OF THE AIR 
LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION SAID, 
“THERE'LL NEVER BE A SURPLUS 
OF GOOD AVIATORS BECAUSE MANY 
WAR-TRAINED PILOTS WILL NOT 
WANT TO FLY WHEN PEACE 
COMES AND MANY WILL REMAIN 
IN THE SERVICE. THE NUMBER 
OF GOOD PILOTS WILL ALWAYS BE 
LIMITED. AFTER THE WAR THE 
GOOD PILOTS WILL BE ABSORBED 
BY THE AIR LINES OR RETAINED 
IN THE ARMY OR NAVy, WHICH 
MUST NOT BE PERMITTED TO RE- 
PEAT THE TRAGIC MISTAKE MADE 
AFTER THE LAST WAR OF REDUC- 
ING THEIR AIR ARMS TO A MINI- 
MUM.” 

Behncke, an Army air lieu- 
tenant in World War I, looks 
for an increased employment of 
pilots by the air lines after the 
war because of expanding 
routes. But he said at the same 
time the larger planes that will 
come into use will tend to re- 
duce the number of pilots 
needed. 

A newspaper article based on 
this interview appeared in 
many of the nation’s daily pub- 
lications. 











every domestic air line in the 
country, numbering 16. As a mat- 
ter of fact, all of the nation’s air 
line pilots are represented with the 
exception of Pan American and 
Export. The total number of pilot 
representatives attending this 
hearing opposing Draft Release 
No. 36 is 19. There is one from 
each air line and there is also rep- 
resentation here from ALPA’s Air 
Line Pilots’ Engineering and Air- 
worthiness Advisory Committee.” 
Back row standing (l. to r.): Mi- 
chael Gitt, Colonial; W. A. (Bud) 





Ransom, UAL, member of ALPA’s- 
E&AAC; George F. Beal, North- 
west; Roy Perlowski, ALPA En- 
gineer; John M. _ Dickerman, 
ALPA’s Wash. Rep.; Ross Knigh- 
ton, Braniff; Art Cheney, West- 
ern Air Lines; Paul Walters, Mid- 
Continent, and Karl J. Ulrich, 
ALPA Mediator and Negotiator. 
Front row seated (l. to r.): R. E. 
Meguire, Northeast; H. H. Clark, 
National; Ben Catlin, Chicago & 
Southern; L. W. Harris, AA; 
David L. Behncke, ALPA Presi- 
dent; Orvis Nelson, UAL; A. F. 
Foster, TWA; Jerome Wood, EAL; 
and A. P. Shelly, Continental. The 
pilot representatives not present 
when this picture was taken were 
J. H. Imeson, TWA, ALPA Engi- 
neering Committee Representative; 
N. U. D. Buice, Delta; W. J. Hull 





and G. A. McKee, PCA; and R. H. 


—American Aviation Photos | Bullock, Inland. 
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| Du Constant Memoriam 





























“To fly West, my friend, is a flight we 
all must take for a final check.” 
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He handles the rudder “We're not off the course. Dietz, Stuart G.—E. A. L. 

Many persons are prone to oppose and complain without recom-| Ag though he has gout. How could we be?” fon oon ale ar ig em wher 
mending well-considered corrective measures. At the gross weight : } Robert Wm=Po A. A. ; flaps 
hearing from March 29 through April 4, 1944, the air line pilots ended The “hay” he mentions Now the west winds are blowing, cite eee § groo: 
their presentation in opposition to Draft Release No. 36, by recom- <6 the some teed King Midas So the wheel you grab, “Fisher, John FN: W. or way, 
mending the following eight-point plan for greater air safety: Obtained from the people And wonder why he’s never Fuller, ‘Ray —_ } Thre 

Mr. Behncke: “I think one of the emptiest things in life is to sit With deductible-itis Heard of a crab. Selon: “Gordon W -—Panagra { of cc 
around and hear people complaining, opposing, and expressing dis- . ‘ George, Hal—T. W. A. . y one 
satisfaction of one kind or another with something that is being pro-| 7p. . dred for this | The air becomes rough, i. So Gaeta | groo 
posed or suggested without suggesting a remedy. People say it is bad,| ~~" © a NB . Grover, R. Boyd—U. A. L. too! 

5 r ee ‘ Annas ay ‘ And more gets the axe To the wheels yowre glued, Haid, Arthur A.—N. W. : 
but when they keep saying all these things and at the same time do { Cs Wh he oan he ligh Hale, S. H.—E. A. L. : make 
not suggest a remedy, they are just wasting people’s time. And a hundred and thirty \4 "¢ wlagg ~vhcagn me ‘9 er 1” Hert tebe Bee » = orecer 

“The remedy in this situation is to first, by all means, disapprove For income tax. And says, “Bring me some food. | Hedcnguiet, W. Aa. W.A. McC 

=? : ie - ° : | Hill, George W.—A. that 
Draft Release No. 36, and wash it completely and with finality out of | , : : Ca Holbrook, Clyde M.—A. A. 
the picture. It is a proposal that should never have been made. It has| The preoccupied youth | Wit prot "i: ace | Holsenbeck, W. pe to are { 
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} D ; ; ; . eo ; Thomas, L, POSE 

1. Resolved: That all future air line aircraft approved under the| The prover bial “roar” which ac- | eg ore ewe Sig oe ota auras Verte, Ee MITS 
air line transport category of 04 and 61 of the Civil Air Regulations| companies the arrival of March| !™ out of mischief (silly boys) oer A pace iggaaae GROS 
be certified subject to the condition that the original designed gross | was somewhat altered in Burbank, | 294 elected yours truly, your Bur- Wagar, G. K—UAL; Waldron, Joe—AA; FOR © 
weight and related safety factors remain static during the lifetime] for this month, like every other | bank correspondent, to be Bart’s|| Walker, M. A. — PAA: Wallace, Clyde pho 
of such aircraft. that unfolds in this land of sun-| “Copilot” with the title of vice|f, Wortherden, seule — AA; Wert FW. RIOTI 

2. Resolved: That the provisional gross weight of the Douglas) shine, flowers and bees, came in chairman (no remarks about the mayer, Otto—PAA; Williams, Wayne C. 

’ ces, e beet ng? —TWA: Williamson, P. B.—EAL: Wor- PILO1 
DC-3 and the Lockheed 18 airplanes be discontinued, and that in view | “with the howl of the Hollywood| Vice part), and also to serve as then, John A.—WW; *Wright, J. S.— INVO: 
of the hazards of the present method of dumping gasoline, dump valves| wolves’—and went out the same| Scribe for another year. When ek take Suet. omens 
be ee — gm ision be included in the Civil Air| ¥@Y- Swanson has become known | Will I get my homework done, fel- Zeier, Carl F.—C&SAL. wren 
i. ea: iInat a provision be included in VEE a ae : ; 73? i Natural 
Regulations authorizing the pilot of an air line aircraft to reduce the| 25 4 ‘wolf in cheap clothing!” Tetiiee teeneroe eae eee Blomgren, Lloyd dw AA: coaghran, Robe Is Q 
gross weight of the airplane to the point he deems necessary for the| Cox Drafted for 4th Term P : ° a Fife, John A.—CA: *Gambee, Harley T. SISTI 
safe conduct of his flight through anticipated conditions. : ‘ ae Jim Laris was elected senior co- —TWA; Hohag, R. J.—NW; Jamieson, | 
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every accident that occurs in scheduled air carrier service. i bee ——— po a pend — Jewell as the other copilot repre-|| Swanson, Axel—AA. ING 
Resolved: That an extensive study be initiated, either by or| 4 Captain H. B. Cox to man the| sentatives. Each man was allocated I 
n nactive MAT" 
under direction of the NACA, to determine if the gust load safety| helm of this council. Bart was| a job to handle in the business of Anderline, Frank | W.; Ashford Ted; 
factors as set forth in Part 04 of the Civil Air Regulations are suffi-| elected by unanimous vote of the| the council. It was a fine meeting ees we ‘onaeuh, “6. an Buriord, on 
cient in view of more exhaustive and recent practical experiences with| councilmen at our regular monthly | and was indicative that the “old Chas. M.; Fisher, Alfred 0. F.; Huls- UPON 
gust load encountered in regularly scheduled operation. meeting with all the “gang” as in-| spirit.” ft Seceatt man, Herbert in auemis.Y via COND 

6. Resolved: That a regularly scheduled air line pilot, designated terested spectators. We all ne 5e Sen Sales 2 5. 5. MeMarkin, Richard “A.; “ais. Ar: MADE 
by the air line pilots, participate in all airworthiness and acceptance a e all are} definitely not lacking out here in hur; Dewey L.; Ormsbee, F.; WE | 
tests bearing upon the performance requirements of aircraft of the —. to Bart for the fine un-| Burbank. co te E? shelter,” Boyd, ai on 
air line transport category upon which compliance with Civil Aero-| 5¢/fish spirit and manner in which} ‘yj; council voted to recom- es Veblen. E. H.:\ Walbridge,” Donsld TICU} 
nautics Administration regulations are predicated. he has served his fellow pilots| jend that a pilot be informed of Ciera Baus Whecten. Miroid Be A 

7. Resolved: That before approved type certificates are issued| and American Airlines. He has| 1 opposite-bound “essential traf. Willey, Sidney Le: Zlinmerman, Marry 3 ‘a 
by the CAA for new model air line aircraft, complete destruction tests | given his time freely to promote fie” which he ma t re Waiting List ae 
be made to determine as accurately as possible actual strength} better relationships between pilots SS Brock, Wm. S.;° Kiser, Daniel; Lang- R. E. 
factors. nied ites canker ah anal f gardless of altitude separation. mack, David F. icy 

8. Resolved: That legislation re-establishing an Independent Air thering the “ard pati gee On the Burbank-El Paso route, Unem ployed I 
Safety Board be initiated and passed as quickly as possible. ete mak aubah d ‘ h we| Many times a man must change Floyd Et | a thine Cn A. J. 

That is the end of our presentation, Mr. Chairman, and I wish f y under wach We! altitude or, direction immediately ocieum : 
to say again that we certainly appreciate the attentive and interested | P©TtO%™ our duties. All the elec- due to unexpected weather condi- Brisbane, Arthur; roto Dr. Ralph: C. S. 
and considerate way that we have been received here, and we appre-| tive councilmen and the entire | tions in mountainous country; also a ; I. B. 
ciate the opportunity of coming here before you and telling you our| membership pledged their coopera- ’ "| * Apprentice Member, H. J. 
story the way it has been permitted. Thank you.’ tion and support to Bart. (Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) : I 
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GEE! IT’S THAT FELLOW CUPID 





It makes little difference how 


ce 





Ari 7 
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| in New York on ATC, paid Bur- 





—Continental Air Lines’ Photo | 
they fly, high or low, fast or slow, | 


when pilot cupid closes in, there isn’t anything left to do but lower the | 
flaps and land. Notice that whipped-down reconciled expression on the 
groom—you know the kind—“I made a great fight, but I lost.” Any-| 
way, enough of the chitchat. It happens to everyone. What happens? | 
Three important events! What are they? Birth, marriage, and death, | 
of course. After one experiences the first two, there is—cousin—only 


one left. 


makes some sense. 


Possibly, that accounts for the look-of-surrender on the 
groom. Oh! you haven’t noticed Mrs. Painter? Liars! 
too! Cat! Cat! Now, let’s get serious and really write a caption that 
This Continental Air Lines romance culminated | 


She’s pretty, | 


recently in the marriage of Copilot Jack K. Painter and Hostess Ligea 


McCracken. Congratulations! We 


know you will always be happy and 


that your flight together will always be free of turbulence. Now who 


are the liars—can it be us? 


900 Pilots Say No 


(Continued from Page 1) 


testimony of the carriers and their 
representatives, there were re- 
marks made alluding to certain 
parts of Pan American Airways’ 
operations, which bore the rather 
obvious implication that the Pan 
American pilots were carrying 
gross weight greater than that for 
which the equipment was designed 
ind built, with no objections. 
When this became known to the 
Pan American pilots, they sent a 
telegram signed by their leading 
representatives to the members of 
the Board which reads as follows: 
“THE UNDERSIGNED, REPRESENT- 
ING THE PILOTS OF ALL DIVISIONS 
OF PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS, INC., 
REQUEST THAT THIS TELEGRAM BE 
MADE A PART OF THE RECORD OF THE 
GROSS WEIGHT HEARING ON DRAFT 
RELEASE No. 36. THERE ARE MORE 
THAN 900 PAN AMERICAN PILOTS. 
PAN AMERICAN PILOTS OPPOSE 
DRAFT RELEASE NO. 36, AND OP- 
POSE ANY REGULATION WHICH PER- 
MITS FLIGHT OF AIRCRAFT AT A 
GROSS WEIGHT IN EXCESS OF THAT 
FOR WHICH THE AIRCRAFT WAS DE- 
SIGNED. IN TIME OF WAR, FOR PAT- 
RIOTIC REASONS, PAN AMERICAN 
PILOTS WILL NOT OPPOSE FLIGHTS 
INVOLVING USE OF A HIGHER THAN 
DESIGN GROSS WEIGHT, BUT EVEN 
THIS WITHDRAWAL OF OPPOSITION 
IS QUALIFIED BY THE LOADS CON- 
SISTING ENTIRELY OF PRIORITY 
CARGO, THE PASSENGERS’ BEING 
FULLY INFORMED OF THE OVERLOAD- 
ED CONDITION, AND THE PILOTS’ BE- 
ING PERMITTED TO DECIDE ON THE 
MATTER OF WHETHER OR NOT THE 
FLIGHT WILL OPERATE DEPENDENT 
UPON THE WEATHER AND OTHER 
CONDITIONS. THIS STATEMENT IS 
MADE AT THIS LATE DATE BECAUSE 
WE HAVE JUST LEARNED THAT IT 
WAS IMPLIED AT THE HEARING PAR- 
TICULARLY AT THE END THAT PAN 
AMERICAN PILOTS DID NOT OPPOSE 
DraFT RELEASE No. 36. 
R. E. Butler, Latin American Division 
R. R. Campbell, Chairman, Pilot 
Board, Pacific-Alaska Div., S. F. 
A. J. Dupre, Pacific-Alaska 
Division, S. F. 
C. S. Vaughn, Atlantic Division 
J. B. Magenis, Africa-Orient Division 
H. J. Henderson, Africa-Orient 
Division 


Woman's Place Is in the Home— 


By D. B. KUHN 
Council No. 25, TWA 
Chicago, Illinois 

“A woman’s place is in the 
home,” someone once said. 

This statement might have con- 
tained great truth, but things have 
changed. World War No. I and 
World War No. II have at least 
untied the restraining apron 
strings, and woman has taken her 
rightful place in the affairs of 
mankind. This war has seen wo- 
men supplant their lords and mas- 








bank a visit this month. He looked 
as though the Atlantic run was 
really treating him all right, and 
he had plenty of praise for the 
C-54. We swapped stories about 
all the other Burbank men now 
on ATC, and, of course, we dis- 
cussed with avid interest that 
age-old topic so dear to all pilots 
—sex! The ATC boys also think 
it is here to stay. Ed was on the 
jump seat on my trip while dead- 
heading home. I made him work 
as my copilot. Boy, did I give him 
hell. I got even for all the rides 
I had with him as captain. 
Captains Chuck Sisto and Bud 
Kraemer were appointed to inves- 
tigate all pilots’ standing with ref- 
erence as to whether first pilot, 
reserve pilot, or copilot, and the 
date on which the status changed. 
Let’s help these fellows and, at the 
same time, get our slates all clean. 
Swelling with pride (say, give 
me a shot of pride) on taking out 
their first trip as captains this 
month, Knight, Candler, and 
Schaeffer gave their copilots the 
old song and dance about how 
tough it is to go through captain’s | 
school. Good luck, fellows. 
We've Never Even Heard of it 
Did you guys see the publicity | 
our “Chief,” Gene Stotts, received | 





|in his home town papers when he | 


Praise Aplenty — 


(Continued from Page 2) 
{_——_—— - - — — - 
| that pilots report when going on 
| solid instruments and when break- 
| ing in the clear. These would in-| 
| deed be helpful safety measures | 
| during winter months, particularly, | 
en routes similar to the one we| 
operate. 
Boy! Did I Give Him Hell } 
Captain Ed Bowe, now based | 


Who Are They? 


(Continued from Page 1) 





and they line the walls and over- 
flow into the hallways. Who are 
they? They represent the air 
lines—all of them—the air line 
aircraft manufacturing companies, 
the Civil Aeronautics Administra- 
tion, the press, and substantially 
all other branches of aviation in 
the United States. The members 
of the Air Safety and Gross 
Weight Air Line Pilots Committee 
of the Air Line Pilots Association 
and their representatives arrive. 
They find it difficult to enter the 
hearing room. The crowd is too 
great. Chairman L. Welch Pogue, 
of the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
says, “We'll bring in more chairs,” 
and after a rearrangement of the 
seating, the crowd is still not able 
to get into the hearing room. Fi- 
nally the hearing begins. 





Engineer Froesch Opens for the 
Air Carriers 

There were some preliminary 
statements relating to the back- 
ground of Draft Release No. 36 
by the Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration personnel. Then Charles 
Froesch, Chief Engineer, Eastern 
Air Lines, came to the front of 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 








W. K. Rawlinson, Pacific-Alaska 
Division, Seattle 

J. E. Newman, Latin American 
Division 

C. W. Karraker, Latin American 
Division 

E. A. Meyring, Pacific-Alaska 





|—And Your Scribe 


| Intercontinental ATC. We see 
Captains “Pop” Warner, Dick 
Kaufman, “Ike” Goldrig, and 





Division, Seattle 
F. H. Goslin, Latin American 
Division.” 





brought in the inaugural flight to 
Joplin, Missouri? (Where is Jop- 
lin? We’ve never heard of it.) 
Yes sir, he made headlines and| 
front page pictures (and that’s not | 


| all I hear). The mayor presented | 


him with the key to the city—and | 





| brother, the places he unlocked. | 


Seriously though, we are proud of 
the record our “Chief” has made 
with American—and this will not 
get me an extra night trip. 





“Muscles” — 
Shades of Chas. Atlas 

The beautiful sunny sands of 
Santa Monica found a group of 
fearless pilots braving the spring 
surf and getting their “summer | 
muscles” in shape. 
group consisted of O’Hara, Fleen- 
er, Priser, Pfeil, 


derson (of TWA), and your 
scribe, “Muscles.”” Have you seen 
any pictures of Charles Atlas? 
Any resemblance between Swan- 
son and Atlas is purely accidental 
and positively fictitious!! We all 
played football and not once did 
we look at the many “lovelies” 
scantily attired (something wrong 
here). Anyway, that’s what we 
told our wives. 
Men of Steel Back from 
Horrors of New York 

Burbank hostesses will welcome 
back to the fold our stalwart 
“men of steel,” who braved the 
horrors of New York restaurants 
and the pitfalls of the Sanford 
Hotel—not to mention the icy 
waters of the Atlantic—to fly the 


George Shores absorbing all the 
California sunshine they can on 
this end and inhaling plenty of 
Texas sand on the other. Welcome 
home, fellas. ... 

CONGRATULATIONS! Captain 
Holt passed out the cigars recent- 
ly. You know, Holt, laundry is im- 
portant to have done these days, 
so get your back in shape for the 
scrub board! 








Are you wearing an ALPA 
emblem? If you aren’t, you cer- 
tainly should be. Available at 
Headquarters for 50c_ each. 
“EMBLEMIZE” now. 


| PORT FLYING 


This virile | 


| 
| 

















Yeah! Says ' 





ters in every field of endeavor. 
Because of a purported manpower 
shortage, we have the WAC, 
WAVE, SPAR, WASP, etc. Did I 
hear someone say politics? The 
uniforms are nice. 
Just Makes the Job More Sporting 
In former days there seemed to 
be enough men to fight the wars, 
earn the bread, and leave the wo- 





men to home making. Not so today, | 
it must be assumed that woman’s | 
exodus from the home (cradle of | 
democracy) has been because that | 
institution is no longer needed. | 
Thus, glamour struck the airways. | 
We now have female cargo han-| 
dlers, mechanics, passenger agents, 
radio operators, ticket sellers, ship 
cleaners, weather forecasters, and 
weather observers. The girls are 
new and apt to make errors, but | 
the pilots do not complain too much 
—just makes the job more sport- 
ing. 

Yes, Sporting, Isn’t It? 

With a few 4’Fers to aid these | 
girls, they are doing a fair job. | 
However, as one pilot pointed out, | 
“It is a bit disconcerting to sit on| 
the ground six hours, because a 
female weather observer could not 
see take-off limits while ships in 
flight were reporting double those 
minimums. Ofttimes, the reverse is 
true so weather sequences must be 
digested with a grain of salt. Yes, 
sporting, isn’t it? 

Now, Now General, After 
All Be Serious 

This is not sour grapes on my 
part, but having flown through 
fronts and thunderstorms where 
the combined efforts of the captain 
and a husky first officer are needed 





| up 


to keep a DC-3 from disaster, we | 


| were quite interested in reading 
| General Arnold’s statement, “IT IS | 


NOT UNREASONABLE TO EX-| 


PECT THAT ALL OF TRANS- 


WILL BE DONE BY WOMEN.” 
Second stanza could be, “TAKE 


OVER SISTER, I CAN COOK” | 
BUD, | 


or “HOLD THE YOKE, 
’'VE GOT TO POWDER MY 
NOSE.” Having served under the 
General, I doubt that this scheme 
is of his making or liking. It is 
suspected that the (h)air brains 
who so skillfully stymied prewar 
aviation are responsible for this 


| latest brain storm. I’ve been read- 
| ing the comics, I reckon. 


Not so long ago, I flew a load 
of female ferry pilots. While they 
seemed to be lacking in most fem- 
inine graces, to me, they also 
lacked what it takes to be an air 
line pilot—just some more women 
drivers. I make no attempt at 
forming policies but feel that a 
carrier would hesitate in turning 


IN THE U. S.| 


| over a million dollar flight to a! someone 
Cuthberton, | petticoat pilot. 
Poorman, Swanson, Motley, An-| SUBSIDY. 


off My Chest 

Now that the international avia- 
tion question is disposed of, I can 
get on with the council news. In 
the spring a young man’s fancy, 
etc., but we of middle age, turn to 
garden and golf. Captain Malvick 
reports that his garden is all 
planted (April fifth)—optimist. 
Most of the rest have done only 
spading. Captain Rae is still plow- 
ing commercially with tractor and 
disc as per last year. He is meet- 
ing with greater success this year 
since he carries a license to plow 
drains and sewers. Careful, 
boy, you might plow up a snake. 
For golf: Captains McFerren and 
Pastorius have joined the Hinsdale 
Country Club. Captains White and 
Kampsen look on that club as 
strictly a “Puff” outfit and will 
continue on at Timber Trails. They 
feel that Timber’s pro, Alan Baker, 
will not: only give them lots ofdia- 
logue but some golf pointers as 
well. Joining the ranks of the Air 
Line Pilots Association at Timber 
this year are First Officers 
Schmidt, Wolf, Shank, and any 
other that Captain White can get 
out there. White, resplendent with 
a new set of rachet-headed clubs, 
hopes to pay for same by giving 
LESSONS to any unsuspecting 
gentry. 
Trials and Tribulations 
of Fatherhood 

We are pleased to report that 
Captain C. M. Horstman has sur- 
vived the ordeal of becoming a 
father. He says that being a father 
has upset his routine somewhat 
since a two a. m. bottle was norm- 
ally meant for a night cap. The 
captain also advised that between 
the hours of two and six a. m. 
there are hardly four. Further, he 
does not set the alarm for flight 
eight any more. All this gibberish 
| makes no sense to Don Rae and 
| “Powers” Wolf. Rumor has it that 
they will find out this summer. 
Peter Marvin Horstman gave his 
old man the dope—production on 
the home front. 
Schnaubelt Was “‘Tops’”’ 
as Council Chairman 

Our council machinery is now 
all set up. That able man, Joe Ime- 
son, is now in the driver’s seat re- 
placing a hard working chairman, 
Jack Schnaubelt. Most of the old 
guard are still on the executive 
council. Mr. Schnaubelt will re- 
main on the contract committee 
since he has a finger on all that 
has been accomplished toward the 
signing of same. Some think he 
will run Roosevelt a close second 
in tenure of office. I’ve been try- 
ing to shift this newsletter job on 
else who will confine 


IT’S A DIRECT | themselves to council news. Wish 


‘me luck! 





DAWN SILHOUETTED 





—Wide World Photo 
WITH THE RECENT ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT HUNDREDS OF MILES 


OF THE BAY OF BISCAY HAVE BECOME “UNSAFE FOR SHIPPING”’—THUS 
TIGHTENING THE BLOCKADE ON NAZI GERMANY—THE ROLE OF U. S, 
NAVY BOMBERS PATROLLING THIS VAST BAY TAKES ON NEW SIGNIFICANCE, 
ADDED IMPORTANCE. SILHOUETTED IN THE BEAUTY OF EARLY DAWN, HUGE 
LIBERATORS SEEM TO CROUCH TO THE GROUND AT AN ENGLISH AERO- 
DROME BEFORE TAKING OFF ON ANOTHER HAZARDOUS MISSION. 
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WAR AND VOLCA 





Only recently, the volcano VESUVIUS burst forth with a first rate eruption and belched millions 
U. S. troops occupying the territory helped to move 
many hundreds to safety as they were forced to leave their homes. It’s a strange world for these humans 
—war and erupting volcanos! Here is a view of the mountain taken from an Army plane showing the 


of tons of lava that killed over a score of Italians. 


burning lava at the left as heavy clouds float overhead. 


No One Was Ready 


(Continued from Page 3) 








proceed.) Chairman Pogue: “Do 
you have some idea, Mr. Behncke, 
about how long you will need so 
that we can sort of tie this recon- 
vening time in with your sched- 
ule?” Mr. Behncke: “It is hard 
to estimate the time we will need, 
but I presume we will be taking 
as much as a day and a half if we 
can impose upon your time that 
long. We have quite a number of 


the room before the Board and 
read a brief which was purported 
to be the opening statement of all 
the air carriers. It was much 
shorter than expected. 

Behncke Said, “I Presume We'll 





Take a Day and a Half with 


witnesses and many of them have 
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ment loaded with 
weights. 
When Finished Product Is 
Tested—tThat’s Real Story 

“WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE 
MANY SMART ENGINEERS 
AND THEY HAVE DONE 
GREAT THINGS, BUT WHEN 
THE FINISHED PRODUCT IS 
PUT TO THE TEST, THAT IS 
WHEN THE REAL STORY IS 
TOLD. 
Pilots’ Position Already 
Clear to CAB 

“We have previously made our 
position clear to the Board—or we 
tried—to the Board’s representa- 
tives—but nevertheless, we appre- 
ciate the privilege of coming here 
and talking to you like this, and 
the pilots of all these air lines, 
many of whom have come a long 
way, I am sure, will have some 
very interesting safety stories to 
tell; and if it will contribute to air 
safety then, I believe, the time 
and money and everything else ex- 
pended will be very worth-while. 
Chief Spokesman IIl with Cold 

“IT have been suffering from a 
cold the last three or four days, 
and my voice, I don’t believe, is 
going to hold out; so I intend to 
start off this presentation and then 


present gross 





with the reading and so on if that 
will be satisfactory with the 
Board.” 
tainly.” 
Behncke Names for the Record 
| Companies Whose Pilots 

Are Represented 


—Aeme Photo | 


Washington on the matter of air 
safety. There is represented here 
every domestic air line in the 
country, numbering 16. 
Air Safety and Gross Weight 
Representatives Number 19 

“As a matter of fact, all of the 
air lines are represented with the 
exception of Pan American and 
Export. The pilot representatives 
here attending this hearing num-| 


pilots here today represent: 


tinental; 


east; Braniff; 
American; and Western. 


who will have something to say 


call upon my assistants to help me | 


Chairman Pogue: “Cer- 
£ 


Mr. Behncke: “Thank you. For 
| the purpose of the record, I would | 
like to name the air lines that the} 
Chi- | 
cago and Southern; TWA; Delta; | 
| Northwest; National; United; Con- 
Pennsylvania - Central; 
Eastern; Colonial; Inland; North- 
Mid - Continent; 
In addi- | 
tion, we also have pilots here today 





NIC VESUVIUS CLOUDS MINGLE t Is Ill-Advised and Ill-Considered 





ance and operating requirements 
for air carrier airplanes not certi- 
fied in the transport category.’ 
All Line Pilots Oppose 
Draft Release No. 36 

“TI would like to say right at the 
outset that there have been pro- 
posed changes in the Civil Air 
Regulations in the past that the 
pilots haven’t themselves always 
all been together on; but on this 
proposal, they are of one mind 
and represent a solid block of op- 
position to what they consider one 
of the most ill-advised, ill-consid- 
ered proposals that has ever been 
put forth in this industry. 
We Intend to Show 
Conclusively—Why 

‘“‘We intend to show conclusive- 
ly during this presentation why 
this is so. We intend to do this 
from a practical aspect point of 
view backed up by the statements 
of the pilots who do the flying of 
the equipment (DC-3 and Lock- 
heed Lodestar, Model 18) which 
is the subject of these discussions 
here today. We also intend to 
utilize in our presentation in op- 
position to this ill-considered pro- 
| posal a certain amount of engi- 
| neering data, but, in the main, we 
are flying men and we intend to 
talk for the most part about the 
| practical aspects of this problem— 
| in other words, performance un- 
| der actual operating conditions. 
| Will Not Perform with 
Proper Margin of Safety 

“It is the well-considered opin- 
ion of the highly experienced pi- 
lots present here in this room who 
together with their organization 
represent all the air line pilots on 
this question, and who are actual- 
ly flying the yesteryear equipment 
which we are considering here to- 
day, that it will not perform with 
the proper margin of safety under 
the gross weight and related re- 
| quirements that Civil Air Regula- 
tion Draft Release No. 36 seeks 
to establish. 





come a long way and have, we be- 
lieve, a real air safety story to tell 
you and we are just not in a posi- 
tion now to estimate just how long 
it may take. We have been esti- 
until you get to a good stopping mating roughly a day and a ye oc 
place, that will be satisfactory. If| Chairman Pogue: | in moet 
not, we will recess until tomor-| Want to hurry you.” Mr. a 
row.” Mr. Behnceke replied, “As “T believe that as far as - = 
far as we’re concerned, we had concerned, everything considered, 
not expected to start until tomor-| two o’clock tomorrow would a 
row afternoon—that was the in-| the best because it’s practically 
formation we had yesterday and | certain that we will not be com- 
this morning.” Chairman Pogue: pletely ready at ten and will prob- 
“Let’s convene at ten in the morn-| ably be completely — voheg 0. 
ing and go as far as we can.”| Chairman Pogue: rig z we 
Mr. Behncke: “I merely desire | Will recess until two o’clock to- 
to suggest, Mr. Chairman, that ag ponerse — and then go 
anyone else here is completely | Continuously. — 
congas and ready to go ahead,| _ On the following day, March -» 
it will probably be better for us Chairman Pogue: “All right, Mr. 
to wait until a little later and we| Behncke, you may proceed. 

will probably be in a better posi-| Largest Air Safety Air Line 

tion to go right on through to the| Pilot Representation 

end with our presentation. I Mr. Behncke: “I might state 
merely wanted to interpose that| before we start with our presenta- 
thought for your consideration.” | tion that this is probably the larg- 
Chairman Pogue: “That’s a good] est representation of air line pilots 
point.”’- (No one was ready to/that has ever gathered together in 


I'll Fly My Own Says the Gen. 


Our Presentation” 

When he finished, Chairman 
Pogue said, “Mr. Behncke, we’re 
getting pretty close to five o’clock 
but if you care to start and go 




















—Aecme Photo 

Here we see General Ira Eaker in charge of the Army Air Force 

in the Mediterranean Area, piloting his own plane en route to the Anzio 

beachhead. To the AAF must go a large share of the credit for driv- 

ing back the enemy in the Anzio Area. it isn’t commonly known, but 

General Eaker is a brother to Carl H. Eaker, an air line pilot who flies 

for Western Air Lines. This is one family that really has flying in 
their blood. 


| kinds of 








ber 19, and they are from all the 
domestic air lines, and there are 
also included in this number mem- 
bers of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation’s Engineering and Air- 
worthiness Advisory Committee, 
so all in all it is a very complete 
representation. 


of years. Some of it, I believe, 
goes back as far as the year 1937, 


and I feel it would be beneficial | 
to the Board if we would, among| 
other things, retrace that history, | 
and probably we could, by such| 
retracing, eliminate some of the| 
apparent feelings that have devel-| 


oped in the matter. 


“It seems that there has been| 
and I} 


some misunderstanding, 
think that the Board ought to be 


fully acquainted with how Parts | 


04 and 61 came into being, when 
they were approved, and some- 
thing about the history along the 
way, where it all started, and to 
what equipment these parts are 
supposed to apply. 

We Sat Up Nights 

Preparing a Statement 


“T think that is one of the big | 
I don’t | 


questions in this hearing. 
want to go into that now if we 
can go into it later, because it 
would be repetitious. We have it 
in our statement, and we have 
rather a lengthy prepared state- 
ment. Frankly, I don’t like these 
statements. I sat up 
nights, the last three or four 
nights, with the pilots and we pre- 
pared a statement. I would like 
to just talk as I am talking now 
and tell the Board just how we 
feel about this problem and every- 
thing connected with it, but it is 
so lengthy, and I am afraid if we 
were to try to proceed in that 
way, we would get off the track, 
and we would get the story 
chopped up; so if the Board will 
bear with us, I would like to put 
in this statement, and then after 
that, it is our intent, with the per- 
mission of the Board, to place our 
pilots — gross weight representa- 
tives — not exactly on the stand 
perhaps, because as I understand, 
these are sort of informal proceed- 
ings—but let each of them make 
statements covering their experi- 
ences of actually flying this equip- 


There is quite a| 
bit of history in this CAR 04 and| 
61 situation—background history | 
—and it goes back quite a number | 


not too involved and too 





during this hearing who are flying | 
in the government contract serv-| 
ice, so we have a cross-section, I| 
believe, of all types of operation, 
with the exception possibly of the| 
| type of operation that Export and 
Pan American Airways are carry- 
ing on. 
—In Terms We Can All 
Understand 

“In this statement, we intend to| 
be quite frank and we have tried | 
to work it, frame the statements | 


in such a way, so that they 





well, in 
terms that I can understand—and 
I am not an engineer—some of 
these pilots here have a lot more 
knowledge of it than I have. 
“The knowledge that I have is 





what I have picked up along the| 
way amounting to an association | 


with this business of some thirty 
years; but when talking about mat- 
ters of this character, I believe in 
getting down to terminology that 
we can all understand. I would 
like at this point to start in with 
the reading of our statement, af- 
ter which we will be glad to an- 
swer any questions that the Board 
may care to ask, and in addition 
we have a brief statement here 
that was prepared by our Wash- 
ington representative, Mr. John M. 
Dickerman, relating to the air 
line crash situation, and the bear- 
ing that that may have on the 
problem we are considering here 
today. The statement I refer to 
begins as follows: 

““STATEMENT OF DAVID L. 
BEHNCKE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSO- 
CIATION, IN OPPOSITION TO 
CIVIL AIR REGULATION 
DRAFT RELEASE NO. 36.’ 
Equipment Will Not Perform 
with Added Load 

“Perhaps the best way to open 
this presentation of the Air Line 
Pilots Association before the Civil 
Aeronautics Board is to say, ‘Now 
come the representatives of all the 
nation’s air line pilots to object to 
the Civil Air Regulation Draft Re- 
lease No. 36, the subject of which 
is performance and operating re- 
quirements for airplanes not certi- 
ficated in the transport category; 
in other words, a proposal to 
amend Section 04.71 and a new 
section, 61.713, of the Civil Air 
Regulations dealing with perform- 


It Has Cost Much to 
Develop Air Safety 

“Safety in air line transporta- 
tion has been developed to its 


| present degree only by reason of 


the expenditure of much toil, 
much painstaking study, much 
money, and, last but certainly not 
least, much loss of human life. 


| Whole Theme of Air Safety Is— 


Continued Flight 

“The whole theme as well as 
the whole scheme of air safety 
centers in one objective and that 


are| is continued flight—that is, when 


an air line plane starts to go some- 


| place that it has the ability and is 


capable of reaching its destination, 


; or at least some other safe place 
| of landing. 


Creating and Maintaining Air 
Safety—a Never-Ending Struggle 

“The air line aircraft we fly 
must be engineered and construct- 
ed so as to be able to continue 
flight with one motor inoperative, 
or with any other partial loss of 
power, irrespective of all the 
treacheries of adverse weather, 
thunderstorms, turbulent air, and 
the effects therefrom which are a 
part and will always be a part of 
air line flying. The struggle to 
keep advancing in the fight to 
reach a proper degree of air safe- 
ty, and even to maintain the de- 
gree that we have already at- 
tained, is a never-ending one. 
Good Air Safety Men 
Scarce—Extremely 

“Good air safety men are scarce 
—extremely scarce. The reason 
that air safety vigilance in air 
transportation is so vital—so ex- 
tremely vital—is because weight 
saved in air line airplane con- 
struction and engineering is mon- 
ey on the black side of the air 
line operating profit and loss ledg- 
er. Every bit of weight that can 
be squeezed off an airplane during 
its engineering and construction 
period gives it just that much 
more pay load. Where a situa- 
tion of this kind exists, it must be 
continuously watched. 
Pronounced Effort to 
Reduce Weight 

“Recently in the industry, there 
has been a pronounced effort to 
reduce weight of air line aircraft 
so as to be able to increase pay 
load. To illustrate just how much 
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EVERYTHING BUT THE KITCHEN STOVE 
Although weighing only eight pounds, the gadget being held by 


the young lady is liter- 
ally a package of pow- 
er, for it combines a 
reservoir, an electric 
motor, a gear pump, a 
relief valve, and a pres- 
sure switch into one 
compact unit. This new 
device for actuation of 
hydraulically controlled 
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‘The Pilots Do A Bit of Multiplying 


(Continued from Page 4) 





|the spotlight is being focused on 
‘pay load, in a number of nation- 
|ally circulated aeronautical maga- 
| zines, including ‘Airlanes,’ in an 
advertisement the distinguished | 
air traffic expert, Vice-President | 
Charles A. Rheinstrom of Amer- 
ican Airlines, is quoted as having 
| said, ‘American evaluates a pound 
| saved on a plane at $600.00.’ 

| One Pound $600.00 

| “Think of that, gentlemen. One 
pound, $600.00. 

“This ad quotes him further, 
‘The necessity for exercising the 
strictest control over a_plane’s| 
empty weight is constantly being 
brought home to the manufacturer 
by the air lines. Pounds saved on| 





military planes, of course, mean | 
wing flaps, landing additional speed, range, armor, | 
wheels, etc., on big firepower—factors which cannot| 
cargo and transport be evaluated in money. In com- 
planes has just been J 


introduced by PESCO 
Products Co., Cleve- 
land (a_ division of 
Borg-Warner) after a 
series of thorough 
tests. Because the unit 
is installed close to the 
hydraulic cylinder, con- 
siderable savings in 
weight are effected by 
elimination of long 
lines for the transmis- 
sion of hydraulic pow- 
er. This also simplifies 
nstallation and service 
problems. The unit, of 
‘course, makes use of 
the famous PESCO 
‘‘pressure-loaded” hy- 
iraulic pump to pro- 
vide outstanding per- 







formance through a wide range of temperature and altitude conditions. | 


* * * 


FLUX GATE COMPASS 


Three years ago the government asked the Bendix Aviation 
Corporation to try to develop a compass that would not go haywire 
when a plane flew closer than 1,200 miles to either of the earth’s 
nagnetic poles. Anywhere within that distance the best magnetic 
ompasses are unreliable. The North Magnetic Pole (not to be con- 
fused with the geographic North Pole) is located on Boothia Penin- 
ula, northwest of Hudson Bay. It takes in most of Canada, more than 
half of Greenland, a corner of Alaska, all of the Arctic Archipelago, 
and lots of water. 

The government asked only for a compass, however, they got a 
creat deal more than that. The new compass will give the plane’s true 
heading even while the plane climbs, dives, or banks up to a dizzy 
ingle. . 


LARGEST—CLAIM THE NAZIS 


The photo and accompanying information were obtained through 
a neutral source. The wing-span of this plane is reported to be 181 


feet and its over-all length is 93 feet. The Nazis say it can carry 130 
oe spin EE amas 5 
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—Acme Photo 
men, fully equipped. In its fuselage can be loaded two light 88MM 
guns, each weighing 2% tons. Another claim is that it can transport 
ixty wounded in beds. All this is interesting but not impressive, be- 
cause it’s just another hulk of an airplane with swastikas painted all 
over it—the emblem of madmen. What is worthy of note is the land- 
ing gear and the plane’s high wing construction. Maybe they’ve got 
something there that we can make use of in tomorrow’s giant long- 
distant category air liners. 


| mercial aviation, however, a life-| 


| time price tag can be attached to 
| reduced weight. It is estimated by 
cu that Airlines that the figure | 


on that price tag amounts to 
| $600.00 during the first five years | 
lof the life of a plane for each} 
| pound saved.’ 

| Let’s Do a Bit of Multiplying 

“Let’s do a bit of multiplying | 
with Vice-President Rheinstrom’s 
| figures. Let’s take the DC-3 be- 
cause that is one of the planes we} 
| are talking about, and I don’t think | 
| we are very far off when we say | 
that this plane would be carrying, 
| if the ill-advised weight increase | 
proposed by Draft Release No. 36 
| were approved by the Board and| 
placed into effect, 1,800 or prob- 
ably closer to 2,000 pounds more| 
than it was designed for. 

“At any rate, $600.00 times 
1,800 pounds equals $1,080,000 
for a five-year period and on that 
basis of 1,000 pounds more, which 
is what Draft Release No. 36 calls| 
for, the same example would net | 
a $600,000 increase. 

For Five Years—For Twenty 
Airplanes $12,000,000 | 

“Now let’s see what this 1,000-| 
pound gross weight increase | 
| would amount to in dollars and| 


Belated Award 


Captain S. F. Whitaker, million- 








| ments of the entire hearing, which | mile pilot with Delta Air Lines, is 
| was conducted in an atmosphere| shown here as he received the Army 


of growing tenseness, was when) Purple Heart for wounds received in 
President Behncke concluded his| the first World War. When he passed 


| statement. 


| LIVING, 


He said: “I would say | 
it is a pretty safe bet that they} 
(referring to all the pilot air| 
safety and gross weight commit-| 
teemen attending the hearing) ac-}| 
tually have flown through every | 
kind of weather condition and the} 
most of their flying was done in| 
DC-3 and Lockheed airplanes and_| 
yet we hear talk about testing 
these models. Testing them for 
what? I don’t want to wax melo- 
dramatic or sentimental but there | 
have also been many air line pilots | 





ae 
Py: 


who have died proving this equip-| @* 


ment. At this time I would like} 
to place in the record an exhibit} 
of the ‘In Memoriam’ column of | 


our magazine, the ‘Air Line Pilot.’ | * 


It says at the top ‘In Constant| 
Memoriam.’ Gentlemen of the| 
Board, many of the pilots whose | 
names appear on this ‘In Memor-| 
iam’ column, which I hold in my| 
hand, DIED IN DC-3 AIRPLANES. | 
THE PERCENTAGE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE STARTLING. | 
WE HAVE GIVEN YOU HERE 
THE ARGUMENTS OF THE 
WHY THE GROSS 
WEIGHT OF THIS EQUIPMENT | 
SHOULD NOT BE INCREASED. 
HERE ARE THE ARGUMENTS 
OF THE DEAD.” Chairman 
Pogue: “It may be received.” 


| Pilots’ Charges Challenged by 
| Board Member Branch 


The pilots charged in their brief 
presented by Mr. Behncke that the 
Civil Air Regulations, Parts 04 
and 61, approved by the CAB on 
July 1, 1942, dealing with engi- 


| neering created by and through 


the medium of much study, a 
great deal of hard work, and col- 
laboration between all of the par- 


| ties in interest; namely, the air 


line companies, the pilots, the 
manufacturers, and the CAB, over 
a period of years, which effort was 


| spearheaded by the Air Line Pi- 


lots Association’s Engineering and 
Airworthiness Advisory Committee 
for the guidance of the engineers 


and manufacturers in designing} 
and building tomorrow’s air line} 
aircraft, would now apply to yester- | 
year’s airplanes, if Draft Release | 


cents for a fleet of 20 airplanes} 
such as operated by Eastern Air 
Lines for a five-year period. This| 
is simple. 


Twenty airplanes times | No. 36 were approved. In other} 
$600,000 equals $12,000,000,| words, the air line pilots charged | 
which isn’t hay. Tidy sums for| that the new CAB engineering and| 
only one pound more and for| airworthiness regulations which| 
1,000 pounds more and for only| had been designed and drafted| 


five years. 
In Air Transport Weight 
Factor Is Vital 
“All will agree that in air trans- | 
portation, the weight factor is| 
something that is vital to the earn- | 
ing power of the airplane, but it| 
is unfortunate that Traffic Expert | 
Rheinstrom didn’t point out that| 
it is far more vital to air safety. | 
There can be no other analogy in| 
this respect.” 
Pilots’ Gross Weight Hearing 


purely to guide the designing and 
construction of tomorrow’s air line | 
aircraft would, if Draft Release| 
No. 36 were approved by the! 
CAB, be applied to yesterday’s | 
airplanes. On this point, Mr. Harl-| 
lee Branch, Board Member, had | 
an exchange with Mr. Charles F.| 
Dycer, chief, Flight Engineering 
and Factory Inspection Division, 
Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
during the hearing, as follows: 
Mr. Branch: “Mr Dycer, what 
Brief Contains 75 Pages have you got to say. about the 
and 30,000 Words statement of Mr. Behncke that 

And so started the beginning of | You are trying to change rules on 
the hearing on Draft Release No.| him in the middle of the game?” 





36. It lasted nearly seven days, in-| Mr. Dycer: “Well, actually, I 
stead of three as originally antici-|think the statement that Mr. 


pated. Mr. Behncke’s statement | Behncke made concerning the de- 
was 75 pages long and approxi-| velopment of the transport cate- 
mated 30,000 words. He started| ory requirements, when he stated 
to place it in the record at about| that it was never intended to ap- 
3:00 p. m. on March 30 and fin-| Ply—this transport category re- 
ished during the afternoon of the| duirement—to airplanes in exist- 


«\ 








—AAF Training Command Photo 
through Selman Field, Monroe, La., 
on his regular passenger run from 
Atlanta to Forth Worth, Lt. Col. C. D. 
Wright, deputy commanding officer 
| of Selman Field (shown above) pre- 
sented the Purple Heart, which, for 
|some reason, was received just re- 
cently. C. A. Hunt, commander of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ Chap- 
ter at Monroe, arranged the cere- 
monies in cooperation with Selman 
Field officers. 


Gentlemen of the Board, the 
equipment that we’re talking 
about here the most service- 
tested and proved air line equip- 
ment in the whole world today. 
The airplanes we’re talking of 
here today have been tested and 
flown more miles and hours than 
any air line planes in the world, 
and even the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics has 
| tested the older of the models and 
you have in ‘Exhibit I’ the result 
of their flight test. When I say 
that these models have had more 
testing, more proving time than 
any other airplanes in the world, 
I mean this. The pilots in this 
room, one air safety and gross 
weight representative from each 
of the domestic air lines number- 
ing sixteen, the members of the 
Air Line Pilots Engineering and 


is 


Airworthiness Advisory Commit- 
tee, and ALPA representative, 
|total 20. This group of highly 


experienced air line pilots has, 
conservatively, a grand total of 
175,000 hours in the air, which 
means, gentlemen, that they have 
flown 29,000,000 miles through 
practically every kind of a condi- 
tion.” This quoted statement re- 
flects the amount of piloting ex- 
perience that was present at this 
hearing. 
Operating Pilot Representatives 
Deliver Most Telling 
Blows of Hearing 

On the afternoon of March 31, 
the Air Line Pilots Association be- 
gan with the most effective part of 
its presentation, which was the 
statements of the air line pilot 
members of the Air Safety and 
Gross Weight Committee and the 


2% \ The 


following day. 

The complete record of the en-| 
tire hearing amounted to 637| 
pages. The pilots’ statement was | 
probably the most extensive and 
complete ever placed into any rec- 
ord on the subjects of air safety 
and gross weight. It touched on| 
every phase of these subjects. | 

President Behncke was, at the} 
|time, suffering from a severe | 
| throat infection and felt that he} 
| would not be able to give the en- 
tire presentation without assist-| 
ance. This, however, proved wrong | 











a | and he carried right on through. | 


| Pilots’ Presentation Forceful and | 
j at Times Dramatic 
pilots’ presentation was 
| forceful and to the point, sprin- 
| kled lightly here and there with 
humor and a touch of dramatic 
| punch. 
We Can Give You the Arguments 
of the Living—Here Are the 
Arguments of the Dead 

One of the most dramatic mo- 


| ence, is strictly correct. 


I have 
no quarrel with that statement. 
We did not consider those require- 
ments in connection with the pres- 
ent airplanes.” 
Dycer Comes Through 

Charlie Dycer deserves a lot of 


credit for standing up and reveal-| 


ing the truth. He could very well 
have hedged by using some half- 
way statement and gotten around 
the edge without revealing the 
whole truth, but he didn’t choose 
to pursue such a course. 
Because Charlie Dycer isn’t con- 
stituted in such a fashion. 
Behncke Answers More 


| Testing Proposal 


In Mr. Behncke’s_ statement 
when he answered a suggestion 
that had been made about more 
testing of the DC-3 equipment in 
use on the air lines, he said, “When 
people want to put something 
across, particularly something of 
the kind that we’re talking about 


here, they start mentioning tests. | 


Why? | 


Engineering and Airworthiness 
Advisory Committee, numbering 
19. They made statements for 
the record in their own words as 
to why they felt Draft Release No. 
86 was ill-advised and ill-consid- 
ered and a menace to air safety 
|and to the future proper and 
| sound development of the busi- 
|ness. What they said would obvi- 
ously be too lengthy to publish 
here, but it’s all in the record. 
Weight Increase Could Only Be 
Made at Expense of Safety 

They were all unanimous in 
their opinion that, with the addi- 
| tional weight Draft Release No. 
36 and its sponsors sought to add 
to the presently already provision- 
al limits of the currently-used 
outmoded, fatigued yesteryear 
equipment, single engine perform- 
ance would be practically non- 
existent and such weight increase 
could only be made at the expense 
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ATA’S BAD ETHICS BOUNCE FIGHTING EYES 


because they thought that the tell-| ing over. I think that is a little 
ing of the story of their day-to- | strong language.’ eS 
day operating experiences with the| ATA Withdraws Characterization 


a — 
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LT. ERNEST CHILDERS, A FULL-BLOODED AMERICAN INDIAN, STEPS 


| phere 


LIVELY AS HE ALIGHTS AT TULSA, OKLA. TO RECEIVE A HERO’S WELCOME. 
HE’s ON HIS WAY TO BROKEN ARROW, OKLA. FOR A HOME-TOWN RECEP= 
TION. RUNNING INTERFERENCE FOR THE BRAVE INDIAN IS HIS 5 YEAR-OLD 
NEPHEW, DAVID CHILDERS. DAVID’S MOTHER, MRS. CLARENCE CHILDERS, 
IS AT THE LEFT. WHAT DID HE DO? SOMEWHERE IN ITALY HE MOWED 
DOWN A WHOLE FLOCK OF NAZIS WITH THE GREATEST OF EASE AND WITH 
COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR HIS OWN SURVIVAL BUT, NEVERTHELESS, HE 
SURVIVED—AND HERE HE IS. LEST WE FORGET, HE IS A REAL AMERICAN 





AND NOT SOME KIND OF A FOREIGNER LIKE ALL THE REST OF US. 








‘Red’ Stops Show 
(Continued from Page 5) 


of air safety. All the air line 
pilot representatives attending the 
hearing were with one _ voice 
against adding one more pound or 





in any way increasing the gross | 


weight of present-day equipment 
either for landing or take-off. 
Each of the pilot representatives 
made a very impressive presenta- 
tion. They spoke sincerely, truth- 
fully, and with the deepest of 
feeling. 

Catlin and Harris Most Veteran 


The two veterans with the most} 


air hours and years of air line fly- 
ing at the hearing were Pilots Ben 
Catlin of C&S and Larry Harris 
of AA. When asked about his 
background and experience, Cat- 
lin said: “I have been in avia- 
tion, made my living as a pilot 
since August, 1916, and actually 
have flown for a living, with the 
exception of a short period during 
which, in collaboration with John 
K. Northrup, the Lockheed Vega 
was designed and built. Other 
than that, I have been one of the 
few who have been through this 
thing as steadily as can be, and 
I have about 17,000 flying hours.” 

When the same questions were 
put to Harris, he responded with 
the following: “I have been em- 
ployed as a first pilot since the 
spring of 1929. During these 15 
years, I have logged more than 
13,000 hours of flying with Amer- 
ican Airlines of which 6,300 hours 
were flying DC-3’s.” 

All of the air safety and gross 
weight pilot representatives did an 
excellent job and obviously it 
wouldn’t be sporting to quote 
from one’s testimony without 
quoting from all their testimonies, 
but space does not permit. 

The record of what everybody 
said, however, is available at 
Headquarters and, as previously 
stated, contains 6387 pages and 
weighs 7% pounds. It’s available 
to all members to read. 

Foster TWA—Hull PCA— 
Beal NWA 

“Red” Foster of TWA relieved 
the tension of the hearing when 
he inadvertently burlesqued some 
of his experiences with the doubt- 
ful combination—an inexperienced 
copilot, ice, and de-icing alco- 
hol. Everyone laughed so long and 


| so heartily that the hearing had 
| to be temporarily adjourned. 

| Pilot William J. Hull, of PCA, 
| gave a very forceful and straight- 
| forward statement of his experi- 
| ences when both of his wings fail- 
|ed structurally at the tips in a 
| flight on May 2, 1943, at Pulaski, 
| Virginia. The story of this history- 
making, back-from-a-flight-of-the- 
living-dead flight, in Hull’s own 


issue of the AIR LINE PILOT. 
Chairman George F. Beal, of 

Northwest Airlines, put in some 

telling testimony using the manu- 


to show that the DC-3 series air- 
planes would not perform satis- 
|factorily if greater weight were 
added without giving much ground 
on the matter of air safety. 

The Pilots Stood Alone Embattled 
| Appearing in a public hearing 
| of this kind is no easy job for a 
man whose business is to fly and 
not to talk, and while most of the 
line pilots will not admit it, they 
hate a talking assignment. As a 
| matter of fact, they look upon it 
| with a marked distaste. All this 


| notwithstanding, they did come 
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My 


before joining the 


facturers’ engineers’ own figures | 


| offered a 


forward and come to Washington | ceet ne 2 have been | 
LORD MOUNTBATTEN | 
HEADY! 
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equipment in question was import-| 
ant to air safety—vitally import-| 
ant—and so they came and they| 
did what they didn’t like to do.| 
They did it for all those they rep-| 
resent and they did it for the good | 
of the air line industry. They} 
stood alone in that hearing room, | 
together with their small and al-| 
ways-embattled organization, and 
fought the entire industry, and not} 
only the entire industry, but also} 
the manufacturers and their staff | 
of engineers. All against one and | 
no one was on the side of the air| 
line pilots—the men who heither 
design the airplanes, build the air- 
planes, nor obtain profits from the | 
operation of the airplanes, but the | 
men who take the airplanes out on 
the air lines and operate them 
through all manner of weather, 
both good and bad, with the public | 
their passengers—these men 
said at this hearing with one voice, 
unmistakably clear, unmistakably 
sincere, and unmistakably true, 
that Draft Release No. 36 is the 


as 


| most ill-advised, ill-considered, and 


dangerous proposal to air safety 
that has ever been put forth by 
the CAB, or any of its prede- 
cessor regulatory agencies of the 
federal government. Is it any won- 
der that the tenseness—the atmos- 
of the hearing gradually 
mounted and finally the opposition 
cracked; they couldn’t take it any 
longer! 
The Opposition Cracks 

THIS PART OF THE STORY 
IS TOLD IN A VERY FORCE- 
FUL AND VERY DESCRIPTIVE 
MANNER BY GERARD B. DOB- 
BEN, ACE CORRESPONDENT 
FOR AMERICAN AVIATION, IN 
THE APRIL ISSUE OF AMERI- 
CAN AVIATION. IN A BY-LINE 
ARTICLE, HE HAD THE FOL- 
LOWING TO SAY: “The hearing, 
which began March 29 and ended 
April 4, was dominated by David 
L. Behncke, president of the Air 
Line Pilots Association, and the 
19 pilots who attended and testi- 
fied during its course. ALPA not 
only opposed the proposal to in- 
crease the weights but passed reso- | 
lutions urging the Board to re- 


, : | move the provisional weight limits | 
words, appeared in the November | 


now in effect. 
Tension Mounts as 
Hearing Progresses 
“Tension which had been grow- 


ing as the hearing progressed 
broke forth with some show of| 
feeling when Charles Davison, | 


counsel for the Air Transport As-| 
sociation, characterized the pro- 
ceedings as a ‘bull session’ and 
motion that interested | 
parties be given time to review the | 
record so that they could offer mo-| 
tions to strike irrelevant and ex-| 
traneous material. 
Pogue-Davison Tiff 

‘Now just a minute, Mr. Da-| 
vison,’ said Chairman L. Welch| 
Pogue with some emphasis, ‘We} 
don’t care to have that sort of | 
characterization given to a pro-| 
ceeding that we have been presid-| 








| 
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—United Air Lines Photo 
Captain F. W. Clem (right), who flies Admiral Lord Louis Mount- 
batten’s personal Douglas DC-3, was a copilot with United Air Lines 


Army. He is shown at New Delhi with Major Alfred 


F. Tucker, another United pilot, who occasionally flew with Clem on 
the company’s New York-Chicago run before he also joined the 
Army Air Forces. Fine fellows, the Captain and the Major—two 
more air line pilots who have been given furloughs by their company 








to go to war. 


“ ‘Well, I am very regretful of 
that, sir. I would be very glad to 


withdraw that characterization,’ 
Davison replied. 

“‘T wish you would,’ said 
Pogue. 


“*T don’t believe that what we 
call it has got anything to do with 
it. The pilots and their represen- 
tative, Mr. Behncke, discussed any 
matter that came into their think- 
ing or that they may have heard 
of in chance conversation with 
others, whether or not it was in 
any way connected with the sub- 
ject of this proceeding,’ Davison | 
asserted. 
ALPA Takes Exception 

“Behncke then arose, took ex- 
ception to Davison’s motion, asked 
that it be denied after stating that | 
the pilots had full confidence in| 
the Board reaching a proper de- | 
cision based on all of the informa- | 
tion which had gone into the rec-| 
ord. | 
Dycer Comes Through with 
More Sound Thinking 

“Charles F. Dycer, chief of | 
Flight Engineering and the Fac-| 
tory Inspection Division of CAA, 
threw some light on the nature of | 
the proceeding when he told the | 
Board that he felt much good} 





could come from a meeting of this]. 


kind because it brought together 
alt parties who had an interest in 
the decisions and gave them an op- 
portunity to express themselves. 
He said it had not been possible 
to get these groups together in a 
hearing of this nature before. 
Chairman Pogue Explains Once 
Again about the Hearing 
Being Informal 

“Chairman Pogue then explain- 
ed in some detail why the Board 
had held an informal hearing. He 
said it had been the idea of the 
Board to get all of the informa- 
tion possible on the proposal to} 
increase the weight limits, that it 
was felt that an informal hearing 
at which-all parties might have 
their say would accomplish most} 
in this particular type of case. 
Witnesses Not Sworn 

“In view of the fact that wit-| 
nesses were not sworn and there| 
had been no cross examination in| 
the manner common to formal| 
hearings, he said he would deny} 
the motion 
requested an opportunity to ex- 





amine the record and file motions| . 


to strike certain of the material. 


| 3 
ATA Still in Challenging Mood | 


“Davison then said that he could | 
not permit certain of the state- 
ments which had been made by | 
the pilots to go unchallenged, that | 
he would file an answer. Pogue | 
told him that the hearing would be 
formally closed in a few minutes 


| but that he could file any report | 
| that he might care to, the same as 


any other interested party in the 
case.”’ 
A Faux Pas—An Extremely 
Regrettable Exhibition 

All of this obviously amounted 
to a faux pas—an extremely re- 
grettable exhibition—the partici- | 
pators of which, in this instance, 
were all of the air carrier group, | 
who would very likely rather not | 
have had it happen. The young at- | 
torney of the Air Transport Asso- 
ciation evidently thought it was a 
master stroke to give a viciously | 
derogatory characterization to the | 
air line pilots’ presentation, but it| 
boomeranged most unfortunately | 
for him and those he represented. | 
It Bounced Back 

To use the words of one of the 
most respected attorneys in the 
business whose name we will not 
use, but who nevertheless gave the | 
incident a perfect description, we 
quote, “Young Davison threw a 
rock at the pilots; it missed the 
pilots and hit the Board and 
bounced back; not on the pilots, 
but back on Mr. Davison.” 
Extremely Regrettable and 
Unforgivably Inexcusable 

Well, anyway, so much for that, 
but it is, nevertheless, extremely 
regrettable and unforgivably in- 
excusable that an industry as large 
and as well thought of as the air 
line industry would permit one of 
their paid representatives to ap- 
pear at a federal board hearing 
and so viciously attempt to belittle 





of Davison who had_| 















UPPER — Fighting eyes and, 
yes, that’s not all—he also has a 
fighting heart. These pictures are 


of Captain Don S. Gentile of 


| Piqua, Ohio, combat flyer, who has 
| 30 German planes to his credit. He 
|is now the leading American Ace. 


CENTER — His Mustang fighter 
plane in which he has flown more 
than 180 missions from England. 
A movement has been started in 
his home-town to ask President 
Roosevelt to send Captain Gentile 


| home for a rest, but his mother 
| doesn’t think he’d leave the fight- 
|ing. LOWER—This picture shows 


the Captain in a more amiable 
mood—he’s actually smiling. Cut 
the “i” out of his name and it 
would be “Gentle” but he’s any- 
thing BUT, as many squareheads 
have learned to their lasting regret 
—yes, rather. 








the testimony of their own veteran 
pilots given in a most sincere, 
honest, and truthful manner while 
representing all the country’s air 
line pilots. It is hard to find words 
to describe such a miscarriage of 
misguided effort and if the future 
of air safety depended on this sort 
of action, and the kind of thinking 
that produced it, then the future 
for air safety, which is the most 
vital element to the proper growth 
and all-around continued develop- 
ment of the business, would be 
indeed black. Anyway, in this 
tense vein, ended the first gross 
weight and related matter hearing 
ever to be held before the Civil 
Aeronautics Board, and it appear- 
ed, when it ended, to be the com- 
mon opinion of the listeners, who 
had no monetary interest, that if 
the issue were settled in line with 
the presentation of the operating 
pilots, the matter would end in a 
decision against Draft Release 36. 


(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1) 
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DRAFT RELEASE NO. 36 VICIOUSLY DANGEROUS TO AIR SAFETY 


(Continued from Page 6) 
The Issue Scraped to the Bone 

What was the scraped-to-the- 
bone issue in this case? The issue 
is, are the air liners of yesterday, 
today, or the ones of tomorrow to 
be loaded beyond the gross weight 
for which their engineers designed 
them and for which their builders 
built them? This is an issue that 
will have to be decided above and 
beyond the undue influence of 





anyone and everyone who has a 
financial interest, or who may in 
iny way be even remotely in- 


fluenced by this factor. That’s the 








| Orient, made up a larger pilot 


employment agreement negotiat- 
ing committee than had ever been 
assembled on any similar occasion 
before. The pilot conferees were 
D. W. Pippinger and C. S. Vaughn, 
Transatlantic; J. E. Newman and 
R. E. Butler, Western; J. B. Ma- 
genis and H. J. Henderson, Africa- 
Orient; C. W. Karraker and F. H. 
Goslin, Caribbean; E. A. Meyring 
and W. R. Rawlinson, Seattle; A. 
J. Dupre and R. R. Campbell, 
Transpacific; and David L. Behncke 
and Karl J. Ulrich of ALPA. They 
represented more than 900 pilots. 





















First PAA Agreement 


issue stripped of all its extran- Conference April 5, 1944 
ous matter, and the hand of time At 9:30 a. m. on April 5, the 
will write, as always does, a ae ee 3 fi 


Pan American pilot conferees met 
at the Plymouth Hotel for a pre- 
liminary talk. The conferees, ac- 
companied by Messrs. Behncke 
and Ulrich, met with the company 
for the first time at 2 p. m. on the 


final word—a final decision—which 
should be, all of the country’s air 
line pilots say, “Draft Release No. 
36—Disapproved.” And every one 


and all of ill-considered and 


ll-advised implications, a vici- . 4 . 
ri o J ee ul ee same date, in Room 1600 of the 
oe . ang. aah cae ee “i ‘Y;| Commodore Hotel, New York. 
a forthwith place ose Representing the company were 
ev t 1le of ss 2 iY- 1 ° . ° > = P 
tebe alle: fF any possiole JUr-| Pranklin Gledhill, vice-president 
ther consideration whatsoever. 


; and purchasing agent; Richard L. 

THE GROSS WEIGHT HEAR-| Barnes; Robert Fatt; Jerome Fen- 
ING BEFORE THE CAB WAS|ton; S. B. Kaufman; and E. Rob- 
ADJOURNED FINALLY AT 5:30] pin Little, all special assistants to 


P. M. ON APRIL 4. | Mr. Gledhill. 

At 8 p. m., ALPA’s representa-| Conferees Number 20 
tives, Messrs. Behncke, Ulrich, | The total number of people 
und Mrs. Kennedy, one of ALPA’s | present at this conference was 
ecretaries, left Washington for|twenty. These conferences con- 
New York, where they arrived at! tinued from 


| the time they first 
|}convened on April 5 throughout 
First Conference with | that entire week, ending the next 
PAA Historical | week on April 13, 1944. 

The next matter on ALPA’s| In addition to ALPA’s Head- 
iwenda was a first conference to} quarters representatives, Messrs. 
stablish an employment agree-| Behncke and Ulrich, the Associa- 
ment with PAA. This occasion was|tion’s Washington Representative, 
f historical importance because| John M. Dickerman, was present 
this employment agreement is the| the greater part of the time as an 


midnight. 


argest ever presented to any com-| observer. 

pany by the Air Line Pilots Asso- These conferences were con- 
iation and the number of pilot); ducted in a friendly and cooper- 
onferees representing the princi-| ative manner and while only 
pal divisions of the vast PAA sys-| limited progress was made with 


tem; namely, Transatlantic, Trans-| the actual writing of the pilots’ 
pacific, Caribbean, Avianca, West-| agreement, marked progress was 
rn, Brazil, Seattle, and Africa-! made with the work of becoming 


STRAIGHT UP AND ALMOST 

















—Coast Guard Photo: From Acme 

Strange looking bugs these! At the top is a helicopter. It is shown 
taking off after having dropped on the sea and having picked up the 
‘vietim” in a simulated rescue. In this demonstration, it’s next land- 
ing was smack dab dead on a dime, light as a feather, in front of a 
Coast Guard dispensary. In the lower cut is another kind of bug, the 
{utogiro in a one-jump, sharp angle take-off. The Army Air Forces 
are training a number of pilots to become giro fliers as part of the 
expanding program of Rotor-Craft development. 





acquainted with the provisions of 
the pilots’ proposal and their appli- 
cation to the vast Pan American 
Airways network. 
First Meeting Largely Educational 

Summarizing, the meeting was 
te a large extent educational for 
all concerned. This series of con- 
ferences between Pan American 
and its pilots as represented by 
the Air Line Pilots Association and 
the company as represented by 
Mr. Gledhill and his assistants 
ended in a very friendly vein at 5 
p. m., on April 13, 1944, after an 
agreement had been reached that 
the next series of conferences 
would begin on May 22, 1944. 
Behncke Attends Mayor’s Idlewild 
Airport Conference 

Mr. Behncke remained in 
tendance throughout the entire 
time of these conferences with the 
exception of the latter part of the 
afternoon of April 11, when he 
left to attend a meeting in Mayor 
LaGuardia’s office relating to the 
planning of New York’s new super 
Idlewild site airport. 
Mayor’s Meeting Is Large 

In the Mayor's office, Mr. 
Behncke was very surprised to | 
learn of the size of the conference. 
Those in attendance were: Capt. 
Cc. S. Blair, AEA; George A. 
Licht, Delano & Aldrich, archi- 
tects; O. M. Mosier, AA; Eddie 
Rickenbacker, EAL; Commissioner 
John McKenzie; J.C. Leslie, PAA; 
E. P. Lott, UAL; R. S. Damon, 
AA; E. H. Harvey, AEA; W. 
Littlewood, AA; P. H. G. Brattain, 
EAL; A. M. Jens, TWA; J. M. 
Eaton, AEA; M. G. Beard, AA; 
Major Elmer Haslett, director, 
Dept. of Marine & Aviation; A. D. 
Durst, PAA; H. E. Matheny, AA; 
V. H. Barden, Dept. Marine & 
Aviation; R. E. Graham, Dept. 
Marine & Aviation; L. M. Kneisel, 
PAA; Glenn Markt, AA; E. C. 
Sherry, AA; C. W. Rach, Colonial; 
J. Scarpulla, Dept. Marine & Avia- 
tion; G. F. Aide, Dept. Marine & 
Aviation; Jay Downer, leading 
New York City airport engineer, 
| and M. P. Decker, of LaGuardia 
| Field. 
| Pilots’ Activities Explained 

The discussions were extremely 
interesting and Mr. Behncke, upon 
the invitation of Mayor LaGuardia, 
explained the work that had been | 
done by ALPA in an advisory ca- | 
pacity on a runway layout for the | 
Idlewild site airport. He opened | 
his talk with a presentation of the 
sixteen points for the planning} 
and construction of metropolitan 
center airports that had been for- | 
mulated and agreed upon by the| 
Idlewild Airport Air Line Pilots| 
Advisory Committee and approved | 
by ALPA’s Central Executive | 
Council, which represented a| 
framework within which the run-| 


were to be planned and con-| 
structed. 
Tangential vs. Conventional 

There was considerable talk at 
the Mayor’s meeting, as is charac- 
teristic of this kind of meeting, 
but the main issue was whether or 
not the runway layout at Idlewild 
should follow the so-called tangen- 
tial runway planning scheme or 
whether it should follow the con- 
ventional parallel runway layout 
plan. 
Rickenbacker Takes the 
Bull by the Horns 

It seemed that it would be an- 
other “No Decision” affair until 
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, head 
of Eastern Air Lines, rose and 
after some preliminary remarks 
suggested that in order to get on 
with the building of this airport, 
he would like to recommend, with 
the Mayor’s permission, that the 
tangential runway scheme be 
scrapped and the conventional plan 
be substituted, which recommenda- 


at-| 5 


way layout and airport buildings| ; 
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SPEAKING OF COYOTES, TAKE A LOOK! 


Have you ever seen so many coyotes? Well, at least, not that 
many furry ones. The law protects the other kind. What’s the picture 
all about? It’s Clyde Ice, airport manager, at Spearfish, South Dakota, 
with his boys, and judging from the large number of coyotes they shot 
from their plane, we wouldn’t want the Ice family shooting at us. The 
Ice’s and the businessmen of Spearfish shot 350 predatory coyotes 
from this little airplane. The hides are tacked up to dry along the 


———— 








—Wide World Photo 
side of the hangar. When speaking of coyotes, one just can’t get his 
mind off the two-legged species. Wouldn’t it be fun to nail up another 
row of the kind we are musing about, and speaking of this ilk, the 
trouble is in addition to their being no damned good—neither are their 
hides. Whom are we talking about?—The Nazis and the Japs, of 
course. Oh! Oh! You had somebody else in mind. Think nothing 
of it. It’s merely your killer instinct cropping out. 

* * * 





CAN YOU IMAGINE? 


Speaking of strange happenings and even stranger things that 
people say, here’s one we ran across not so long ago. General H. H. 
Arnold, who commands all of the United States Air Forces, went up 
on Capitol Hill on March 22 and testified before the Military Affairs 
Committee. There are so many people testifying nowadays that it’s 
pretty hard to keep up with what they all say, but every once in a 
while some testifier bursts forth with a gem. Here’s a line from the 
General’s testimony: “It is not unreasonable to expect that all of 
transport flying in the U. S. will be done by women.” Now, now, Gen- 
eral, tish, tish! We’re all for you and we think you are doing a swell 
job but after all, you really aren’t serious, are you? Being a very 
practical fellow, you will, of course, agree to the extent that there 
are limits to all things—and definitely. 

* * * 


NO! NO! SAY, IT ISN’T TRUE 


Two American soldiers in Egypt lived for months on dehydrated 
beef, dehydrated milk, dehydrated butter and vegetables. Visiting a 
Cairo museum they saw their first mummy. 
“This is going too far,” said one. 
| women 


| * * 


ISLE OF CAPRI 
_ Have you ever heard the song? Surely, you remember it. 
mighty pretty and goes like this. 


‘Now they’re dehydrating 


It’s 


’Twas on the Isle of Capri that I found her 
Beneath the shade of an old “orange” tree. 

I can still see the flowers blooming ’round her, 
Where we met on the Isle of Capri. 


She was as sweet as a rose at the dawning, 
But somehow fate hadn’t meant her for me. 
And tho’ I sailed with the tide in the morning, 
Still my heart’s on the Isle of Capri. 





Summer time was nearly over, 
Blue Italian sky above, 
I said, “Lady, I’m a rover, 





tion, much to the surprise of all 
present—particularly the Mayor— 
was agreed upon. Captain Ricken- 
backer deserves a great deal of 
credit for this bold stroke even 
though it meant brushing out of 
the picture the tangential airport 
plan, which was, primarily, that 
of the carriers, and suggesting 
that the conventional type plan be 
substituted, which was, essentially, 
the recommendation of the Idle- 
wild Airport Air Line Pilots Ad- 


(Continued on Page 8, Col, 1) 








Can you spare a sweet word of love?” 


She whispered softly, “It’s best not to linger.” 
And then as I kissed her hand I could see 

She wore a plain golden ring on her finger, 
’"Twas good-bye on the Isle of Capri. 


Oh! About the picture—mighty pretty scene, isn’t it? It’s of 
American airmen relaxing on the Isle of Capri, Mediterranean para- 
dise of peacetime tourists, visiting an orange grove with American 
Red Cross girls. In the group are (l. to r.) Lt. T. E. Maloney, of 
Cushing, Okla.; Emily J. Rees, of Greenville, Ohio; Lt. A. Wayne 
Ferrin, of Mesa, Arizona; Marcella Gump, of San Francisco, Calif.; 
and Lt. Walter I. Horlick, of Boston, Mass. The men are all fliers. 
What did General Sherman say about war? Good heavens! Does 
this finally prove him wrong, too? Just this once, apparently it does. 
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I’M AMAZED 
(Cantinned fveun Page 7) 


visory Committee. Mr. Ricken- 
backer, in those few tense mo- 
ments, showed himself to be a 
leader and a man whose appear- 
ance reflects the fortitude that he 














Here's A Glimpse of Tomorro 


| 
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WwW No Compromising 


Messrs. Smith and Behncke 
Have Third Meeting 

The following day, on the 28th, 
found Hugh Smith, operating head 
of American Airlines, and Mr. 
Behncke holding another two-man 
conference in one more diligent 


=e 


AAD.” A 


carries under his belt buckle. attempt to close the American Air- § 
What he said, in effect, was, “Let’s lines pilots’ supplemental agree- § 
quit quibbling and build an air- ment. This conference proved to fF 


port capable of serving the air 
transportation needs of New York 


City now and in the future. Let’s| 


do it while we have an air-minded 
Mayor, who, himself, is a pilot.” 
A humorous note was added when 
Rickenbacker stated, after he had 
made the suggestion to go from 
the tangential to the conventional 
airport runway plan, “My g - -, 
what’s happening here? I’m 
amazed. These fellows are actual- 
ly agreeing. I just can’t under- 
stand it.” 

All Seemed Pleased 








_ 


—Press Association Photo 





be the solution to practically all 
of the points of difference with 
the exception of two. These, it is 
expected, will be surmounted in 
the near future without the neces- 
sity of again having another con- 
ference with all of the American 
Airlines conferees present. It ap- 
pears obvious, however, that an- 
other conference will be necessary 
between Messrs. Smith and 
Behncke before the AA Supple- 
mental Agreement can be signed. 
Idlewild Airport Subcommittee 
Meets 


T| 


Vol. 


Su 
Tr 


At the close of the meeting, it The giant Constellation completes its test run and heads east to span the continent in six hours On the evening of the 28th, Th 
seemed as if everyone was pleased and 58 minutes. During wartime, great achievements flicker briefly on the front pages of the nation’s press there was a meeting of the sub- brigh 
that it had been decided to discard| and disappear. All this notwithstanding, the coast-to-coast flight of the Constellation is one of the great- committee of the Idlewild Airport The 
the tangential runway planning) est of all time. This new sky giant roared across the country on April 17, 1944, at a speed of 355 miles per | Air Line Pilots Advisory Commit- Air I 
idea and substitute the conven-| hour. rg of oe Even —_ when _ who are prominent in the 7 aan talk about 300 miles ar tee at the Plymouth Hotel. This Conf 

ional runway layout. It was in-| hour air liners, there is usually in evidence from listeners a titter of snickering. The crew on this | meeting was called on s i : 

oui to Aree that about the| fight of the Constellation was Howard Hughes, Jack Frye, and air line pilot L. J. Chiappino; Howard | and hag an a rd pen em _ 
only ones who were for construct-| 2. Bolton, navigator; R. I. Proctor, flight engineer; and C. E. Glover, radio operator. men were out on trips. Those suppl 
ing conventional runways at Idle- Z present were: Jerome E. Wood, ence 
wild were the pilots and the air- EAL; Albert E. Hamer, AA; Des- cials. 
port officials representing the city mond §. Shipley, AA, proxy for i; Bi 


of New York. Everybody else 
seemed to be worked up about. the 
tangential idea, which has always 
been frowned upon by the air line 
pilots. 
Activities Switch to Export 

On April 14, conferences were 
resumed with American Export to 





Arthur F. Foster, TWA; David L. 
Behncke, proxy for J. Edgar Hale, 
UAL, snd chairman of the com- 
mittee. 
Two Meetings Net Little Progress 
—Carriers Still Want Tangential 
On the same evening, this com- 
mittee had a meeting with the 











establish a basic working agree- Carriers’ Idlewild Aiyport Com- 

ment with this air line. At these mittee at the Hotel New Yorker. 

conferences, the company was The meeting got under way at 

represented by D. G. Richardson, §:30 and lasted several hours. Be- 

Ed Hamilton, Bob Bergeson, fore it adjourned, an agreement 

Charles Blair, Jr., and George was reached that another meeting 

Burgard. The pilots’ representa- would be held between the same 

tives were Keith Whitsit, Rod committees on Sunday morning, 

Brown, Emery Martin, and David April 30, at 9 a. m., at the same Feli: 

L. Behncke. place. At that time, the pilots’ Pen: 

Messrs. Smith and Behncke subcommittee was scheduled to R. | 

Have Second Meeting submit a detailed plan to, the car- denl 
On the afternoon of April 15, riers’ committee based on the rec- fie li 

Mr. Behncke again conferred with ommendations of the pilots’ full walk 

Hugh L. Smith, operating head of committee. This meeting was held kno 

American Airlines, about the lim- as scheduled on Sunday morning. “wy 

ited number of unfinished sections The pilots presented their ideas resp 

in the supplemental agreement and a proposed runway, roadway, Cha 

that is being negotiated with this center area and hangar area plan do 

company. As was the case at a and explained it in detail. The Beh 

previous conference between —Aeme Photo | Carriers’ Committee had submit- 30 

Messrs. Smith and_ Behncke, Smiles of Success—the pilots who made the famous flight and their arrival weleomers at the | ted a plan at the previous meeting _ 

marked progress was made in Washington National Airport. to r. are former Congressman Jack Nichols, now with TWA; Frank| on April 28 and explained it in =_ 


eliminating the remaining differ- 
ences, but when the conference 
ended, there were still several un- 
settled questions. It was agreed 
between them that it would be 
ceneficial to hold a similar confer- 
ence at a later time and make an- 
other effort to button up this 
agreement. 
Journey Back to Chicago 

On April 15, Messrs. Behncke 
and Ulrich and Mrs. Kennedy left 
for Chicago and the accumulation 
of work at Headquarters. 
Return Once Again to New York 

The 27th of the month found 
Messrs. Behncke and Ulrich back 
in New York again conferring 
with American Export. Repre- 
senting the company at this con- 
fer2nce were: D. G. Richardson, 
vice-president of operations; E. 
G. Hamilton, asst. to vice-presi- 
dent of operations; Captain J. Y. 
Craig, assistant chief pilot; and 


H. Collins, commandant, Washington National Airport; Jack Frye, TWA; Josh 
Jesse Jones, Secretary of Commerce; and Howard Hughes. 


It took long years of planning and painstaking effort to make such a flight possible. 
the credit belongs to Jack Frye, head of the vast Transcontinental and Western 


#8 





Lee, CAB member; 


The Constellation left from the Lockheed 
Air Terminal at Burbank, California at 3:56 a. m. on April 17, and landed at the Washington National 
Airport at 1:45 p. m. the same day. Sounds simple, doesn’t it? But there’s a lot more to it than that. 


The lion’s share of 
Air network, whose 


hobby is pioneering tomorrow’s air line equipment. There is another man who played a large part in 
making this flight possible. He is the quiet, unassuming aviation pioneer and crack pilot, Howard Hughes. | for the Idlewild site airport as was 
In the flight of the Constellation, he broke his own previous record which he held for a long time. It 
was made on January 19, 1937, and his coast-to-coast time was seven hours and 28 minutes. 


| detail. Little progress was made 
in securing a meeting of minds 
at either of these meetings for 
| the reason that the Carriers’ Com- 
|mittee did not come in with a 
| straight, conventional runway plan 
decided in the Mayor’s office at his 
meeting of April 11. Instead, they 
revived their same old tangential 
airport runway scheme—the very 
one they presented at the Mayor’s 
meeting and tried their best to 
convince the pilots’ subcommittee 
that this was what should be 
adopted for the Idlewild site air- 
port. 
No Possibility of Getting Together 
The only difference was that the 
plan presented at this meeting was 
the first stage of the runway layout 
of the complete drawing of the plan 
presented at the meeting in the 
Mayor’s office. Obviously, this stym- 
ied any possibility of the carriers 


and pilots getting together on what 
the runway layout plan for the Idle- 


P , wild site airport should be. 
Carl Roe, company attorney. be Menace 2B ~y ® a 
Telking for the pilots were: Airport Air Line Pilots Advisory 
Council Chairman Emery J. Mar- oe ae —~ didn’t feel 
tin and Berkeley Brandt, both pi- events. ‘After ‘the ha Mag 
lot conferees, and Messrs. Behncke the pilots went back to the Ply: 


and Ulrich. 
Member of British Parliament and 
ALPA Head Confer 

During the evening of the same 
cate, April 27, Mr. Behncke met 
with the Honorable W. R. D. Per- 
kins, member of the British Par- 
liament and vice-president of the 
British Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion. A pleasant and mutually 
beneficial chat was had. Ideas 
were exchanged about postwar air 
line flying with particular refer- 
ence to air safety and piloting 
problems generally. . Mr. Perkins, 
in commenting on postwar avia- 











—Press Association Photo 


It is difficult to obtain from a picture of an airplane much of an idea of its size unless there is 
something in the picture from which a comparison can be made. Here is such a comparison—two TWA 


mouth Hotel and talked things over. 
It was decided that Mr. Behncke 
should call on the Mayor and explain 
what had transpired and tell him that 
it was up to the City to decide be- 
tween the two plans—the pilots’ plan 
or the carriers’ plan. This was done 
the same day, April 30. Mr. Behncke 
met with the Mayor at 1 p. m. and 
the conference lasted until midafter- 
noon. 
And Again It’s Washington 

That evening Messrs. Behncke and 
Ulrich took off for Washington and 
for another full schedule of work in 
the Capitol City, and so ended April, 
which started as it always does with 
April Fool’s Day and ended for 
ALPA with the usual burst of pres- 
surized activities. 
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| 
| PILOT will be next. Until then, don’t 
let summer flying weather catch you 
off guard—remember the_ thunder- 
storms and what they are lined with. 
Oh, you know, do you!—You’ve al- 
ready stuck your nose into one. Well, 
let that be a lesson to you 
AND DON’T FORGET TO 
MEMBER IT. 


hostesses and one lady ticket agent on a stepladder. Assuming that these girls are each 5’ 5” tall gives 
a pretty good idea of how high it is from the ground to the lower rear tip of the center rudder when the | 
plane is in normal taxiing position. Three times 5’ 5” is 16’ 3". The ship’s description states it’s 23 
feet and 7 inches to the top of the Constellation’s triple fin. The Constellation has a gross weight of 
around 40 tons and a pay load of more than 14 tons. Its wingspread is 123 feet—slightly less than the 
length of the entire flight of the Wright Brothers at Kittyhawk, N. C., on December 17, 1908, and 13 feet 
longer than the span of a B-24 Liberator. 


tion, said that some of the flying 
fields in Britain would have run- 
wavs 18,000 feet long and such 
runways would be constructed and 
reinforced to carry. weights of 
300,000 pounds total gross. 
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